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MATT BLUNT MISSOURI RELAY MISSOURI

FAMILY SUPPORT DIVISION TENT TELEPHONE
P.0. 2320 1-800-735-2066
JEFFERSON CITY
65102-2320 VOICE
TELEPHONE: 573-751-3178 1-500755-2405

December 18, 2007

Jody Cornwell

Regional Director

Food Stamp Program

Mountain Plains Region

USDA - Food and Nutrition Service
1244 Speer Boulevard, Suite 903
Denver, Colorado 80204 — 3585

Dear Ms. Cornwell:

Attached, with supporting Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) data, is Missouri's request to extend
and amend waiver 970129. Missouri’'s waiver amendment is requested for counties and sub-
regions determined to have an insufficient number of jobs to provide employment. According to
current regulations, an area is considered to have an insufficient number of jobs if the
unemployment rate is in excess of 20% of the national average for the same period of time. Our
request is that these counties be waived from April 1, 2008 through March 31, 2010.

In order to determine areas included in this waiver request, Missouri and the Center on Budget
and Policy Priorities reviewed the Labor Surplus Areas listings provided in the Federal Register
and the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) data. The time period of the review was the months of
March 2005 through February 2007.

A map showing proposed waived and existing waived counties is also attached for further
clarification.

If you have any questions, please contact Rachel Morris at 573-751-3178 or
Rachel.E.Morris@dss.mo.gov.

incerely, /) -
Janel R. Luck /
Director

“*AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER**
Services provided on a nondiscriminatory basis



WAIVER REQUEST

Waiver serial number:
970129

Type of request:
Modification and Extension

Primary regulation citation, if any:

Section 6 (0) of the Food Stamp Act, as amended by Section 824 of the
Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act (PRWORA)
of 1996, P.L. 104-193.

Secondary regulation citation, if any:
7 CFR 273.24 (f)(3)(iii)

State:
Missouri

Region:
Mountain Plains

Regulatory requirements:

Section 6(0) of the Food Stamp Act, as amended by Section 824 of the
Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act (PRWORA),
P.L. 104-193, provides that no individual shall be eligible to participate in the
Food Stamp Program as a member of any household if, during the preceding
36 month period, the individual received food stamp benefits for not less than 3
months (consecutive or otherwise), during which the individual did not work 20
hours or more per week, averaged monthly; did not participate in and comply
with the requirement of a work program for 20 hours or more per week; or did
not participate in and comply with requirements of a program under section 20
or a comparable program established by the State.

Section 6(0) of the Food Stamp Act, as amended by Section 824 of PRWORA,
also provides that, upon the request of a State agency, the Secretary may
waive the applicability of the above provision for any group of individuals in the
State if the Secretary makes a determination that the area in which the
individuals resides has an unemployment rate of over 10 percent, or does not
have a sufficient number of jobs to provide employment for the individuals.

Proposed procedures:

The State of Missouri requests to waive individuals residing in six sub-regions
within the state. The State seeks waivers for contiguous counties that are
eligible based on aggregate average unemployment rates of at least 20



percent above the national average during March 2005 through February
2007, when the national average unemployment rate plus 20 percent was 5.7.

AREA UNEMPLOYMENT
RATE
MAR 2005 - FEB
2007
Bates County 5.8
Benton County 5.9
Caldwell County 54
Cass County 4.7
Henry County 9.7
Hickory County 1.3
Jackson County 5.8
Lafayette County 4.9
Ray County 5.1
St. Clair County 5.9
TOTAL 5.7

Ten counties: Bates County, Benton County, Caldwell County, Cass County,
Henry County, Hickory County, Jackson County, Lafayette County, Ray
County, and St. Clair County qualify based on having average unemployment
rates of at least 20 percent above the national average during March 2005 -
February 2007.

Miller County 5.4
Morgan County 6.6
TOTAL 5.9

Two counties: Miller County and Morgan County qualify based on having
average unemployment rates of at least 20 percent above the national
average during March 2005 — February 2007.

Dunklin County 7.4
Mississippi
County 6.9
New Madrid
County 6.8
Pemiscot County 7.1
TOTAL 71

Four counties: Dunklin County, Mississippi County, New Madrid County and
Pemiscot County qualify based on having average unemployment rates of at

least 20 percent above the national average during March 2005 — February
2007.



Stone County 71
Taney County 7.6
TOTAL 7.4

Two counties: Stone County and Taney County qualify based on having
average unemployment rates of at least 20 percent above the national
average during March 2005 — February 2007.

Bollinger County 5.6
Carter County 6.1
Crawford County 6.0
Dent County 6.2

Gasconade
County 5.5
Iron County 6.2
Laclede County 5.1
Madison County 5.9

Reynolds

County 7.3
Ripley County 6.0
Shannon County 7.0

St. Francois
County 6.2

Ste. Genevieve

Cty 5.0
Texas County 6.0

Washington
County 8.2
Wayne County 6.7
Wright County 5.8
TOTAL 6.1

Seventeen counties: Bollinger County, Carter County, Crawford County, Dent
County, Gasconade County, Iron County, Laclede County, Madison County,
Reynolds County, Ripley County, Shannon County, St. Francois County, Ste.
Genevieve County, Texas County, Washington County Wayne County and
Wright County qualify based on having average unemployment rates of at least
20 percent above the national average during March 2005 — February 2007.

AREA UNEMPLOYMENT
RATE

MAR 2005 - FEB 2007

St. Louis city 7.2




10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

In addition, the State requests to exempt residents living in St. Louis City
based on its average unemployment rates which are at least 20 percent above
the national average for March 2005 through February 2007.

Justification for request:

As stated in number 8 above, the areas listed above have an average
unemployment rate of at least 20 percent above the national average during a
recent 24-month time period. All of the raw data supporting our numbers that
we have used are from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) website.

Anticipated impact on households and State agency operations:

This waiver will provide consistency for households and State agency
operations in areas where unemployment remains higher than the national
average.

Caseload information, including percent, characteristic, and quality
control error rate for affected portion:

As of October 2007, 305,749 Households are patrticipating in the Food Stamp
Program in Missouri. There are no quality control procedures involved.

Anticipated implementation date and time period for which waiver is
needed:

The State is requesting a two-year waiver from April 1, 2008 through March 31,
2010.

Proposed quality control review procedures:

There is no special quality control procedures needed in conjunction with this
waiver.

Signature and titl;?quue/sting official:
.r"l Vi \ FT
‘_// ]
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Date of request:
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WAIVED COUNTIES
FOR FFY09-10

WORTH

IARRISON

KERCER

DAVIESS

NEWTON

MceDONALD

CHRISTIAN

i COTLAND

LEWIS

lsHELEY IMARIOR

DOUGLAS

QZARK

=

= ST.
: CHARLES
A ]
ST. ST. LOUIS CITY
LoUIS
co.

H-FERSON

[HOWELL

WATIVED COUNTIES EXTENDED FOR FY 2009-2010

NEWLY WAIVED COUNTY FOR FY 2009-2010



